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1. Objective:

To Put in place a system for Transfer between Certification Bodies to assure the maintenance of the integrity of Global GAP Certificate issued by one CB if subsequently transferred to another CB and to guarantee that a producers history with Global GAP is addressed in the review process when entering into contract with a Global GAP CB. 

2. Scope:

Covers Transfer of Producers between Certification Bodies working with Global GAP. 


3. Responsibility:

Assistant Manger Pre-Farm Gate is responsible for ensuring compliance of this procedure for conducting inspections and registration activity. 

4. Procedures: 

a ) When a producer that has already been registered, changes CB or applies to a new CB for 
     certification of a different product, the producer must communicate the GGN assigned by 
     GLOBALG.A.P to the new CB. Failure to do this will result in a surcharge of the registration fee of 
     EURO 100 to an Option 1 producer and EURO 500 to an option 2 producer group. 

      b) Certificate holders who are sanctioned cannot change CB until the outgoing CB closes out the  
          corresponding non-conformance or until the sanction penalty period is over. 

c) Individual producer members of a producer group are not allowed to leave the group and register     
    with another group (for the products registered) if there is any pending sanction on the producer 
    issued by the group, or there are any issues relevant to the producer raised by the CB that have 
          not been closed out.

	4.1
	TRANSFER BETWEEN CERTIFICATION BODIES

	 
	

	4.1.1
	Producer or producer group’s freedom to choose a CB is not unduly or unfairly constrained.

	4.1.2
	Only Producers and Producer Groups registered in the database may change CBs. All producers must first resolve any outstanding sanction(s) before being able to transfer to a new CB or the outgoing CB must communicate knowledge of the non-compliance(s) beforehand to the accepting CB.

	 
	 

	4.2
	 General Requirements

	4.2.1
	The accepting CB must keep the existing GGN of the transferred producer or producer group.

	4.2.2
	Double registration is not allowed (i.e. one producer or producer group can have only one GGN even if the same producer or producer group is affiliated with more than one CB.

	4.2.3
	The accepting CB must close the registration process including entering into a Sublicense and Certification Agreement with the producer/producer group before accepting the transfer.

	4.2.4
	Accepting CBs must be accredited in the relevant GLOBALG.A.P Scope. Newly approved GLOBALG.A.P CBs that are not yet accredited therefore cannot take on clients that are transferring from an already approved and accredited CB (unless the producer has not yet been certified).

	 
	 

	5.0
	Transfer of Producers between CBs

	5.1
	The transfer between CBs takes place when a producer that is found in the GLOBALG.A.P Database changes from the original GLOBALG.A.P approved CB [hereinafter referred to as the “outgoing CB”] to another GLOBALG.A.P approved CB [hereinafter referred to as the “accepting CB”].

	5.2
	Transfer of producers between CBs can take place either:

	5.2.1
	When a producer’s or producer group’s certificate has expired (Producer Transfer) or

	5.2.2
	During a cycle while a producer has a valid GLOBALG.A.P Certificate (Certificate Transfer).

	 5.2.3
	When a producer or producer group that has previously had a GGN applies for registration, the CB must act according to the GLOBALG.A.P Procedure for Transfer between Certification Bodies as set out in section 7 below. 

	5.2.4
	When a producer or producer group wants to change to a new CB,  FCI must as a first step for all applicants carry out a search in the GLOBALG.A.P Database to verify the status before any further actions are taken.

	6
	Producer Transfer

	6.1
	This type of transfer of a producer from one CB to another CB takes place after the producer’s certificate has expired and also if there is no binding service contract between the producer and the outgoing CB.

	6.2
	The producer or producer group will apply for certification for the next cycle to another CB (“accepting CB”).

	6.3
	The inspection by the accepting CB must be seen as an initial inspection or audit and the rules for Options 1 and 2 as set out in General Regulations Part I must be followed.

	6.4
	The outgoing CB may shorten the validity of the issued certificate.

	6.5
	If the Date of Acceptance (signing of Sublicense and Certification Agreement) and Date of Audit are AFTER the outgoing CB’s certificate expiry date, because it is only possible to inspect during harvest, there will be a period when the producer does not have a valid certificate.

	6.6
	If, however, the Date of Acceptance (signing of Sublicense and Certification Agreement) and perhaps also the Date of Audit are BEFORE the outgoing CB’s certificate expiry date, the certification decision can only take effect as soon as the certificate expires.

	6.7
	In this case, the certification cycle of the producer will remain the same as before.

	6.8
	The outgoing CB remains responsible until its certificate expires. The producer may sign a Sub-license Agreement and Certification Agreement with the accepting CB while under contract with the outgoing CB. The Sub-license Agreement and Certification Agreement are binding with the accepting CB only once the outgoing CB has released the producer’s GGN in the GLOBALG.A.P Database.

	 
	Note 1: If the certification decision is made AFTER the outgoing CB certificate has expired even if the Dates of Acceptance and Audit were before the expiration date, there will be a period when the producer will not have a valid certificate.

	 
	Note 2: In case of transfer, the registration produce in the database might not be finalized before the inspection and certification decision might not be taken within 28 days.

	 
	 

	7.0
	 Certificate Transfer

	7.1
	 This type of transfer of a producer from one CB to another CB takes place during a certification cycle and can only continue on request and after approval from the GLOBALG.A.P Secretariat.

	7.2
	A Certificate Transfer may occur when an outgoing CB is not able to deliver it contractual obligation (e.g.: there is a loss of accreditation of the outgoing CB, the outgoing CB has stopped its GLOBALG.A.P Activities, the outgoing CB has been taken over by the new accepting CB, the Licence and Certification Agreement has been terminated, etc.)

	7.3
	The accepting CB must assume all responsibilities for the transferred certificates.

	 
	 




8.0 Revision :
Original Issue: 01 ,  Revision 0.0 , dated 1st June, 2011
